Lymphoproliferative responses in pigs infected with Mycobacterium avium.
Naturally infected cases of swine mycobacteriosis were divided into two groups, localized infection (LI) and disseminated infection (DI). Lymphoproliferative response (LPR) was then examined to estimate their immunological states. Both control and LI groups showed strong response to Concanavalin A (Con A) and phytohemagglutinin (PHA) in the LPR, and lymphocytes recovered from the LI responded well to purified protein derived from M. avium (PPD). On the other hand, the DI group showed weak response to both Con A and PHA, despite their strong response to PPD stimulation. These data suggest that the low LPR to Con A and PHA observed in the DI groups was probably not due to the general unresponsiveness of T-cells.